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RIVER EROSION AND DEGRADATION OF MAHA OYA RIVER BASIN: A
STUDY BASED ON SELECTED AREAS

M.I.M Kaled*, M.H.M.Rinos’& S.Mathanraj*
L23Department of Geography, South Eastern University of Sri Lanka.
kal eelmim@yahoo.com, rinosmhm@gmail.com, smathan02@gmail.com

ABSTRACT: Water is the unique resource among the natural resources that causes to different kind
of changesin time and space. As an idand nation, Sri Lanka has number of sources its water capacity.
Among those sources, Maha Oya is one of a mgjor river basin in Sri Lanka. It consists of the
catchment area of 1528 km? and the extent of drainage is 1.6 km. The main purpose of this study isto
find the river erosion and degradation in Maha Oyariver basin. Primary and secondary data were used
for analysis. The data were used to identify the erosion and degradation during 1991, 2001 and 2014.
Spatial and attribute analysis were undertaken using GIS 10.1 and MS Office application. High
degradation, moderate degradation and low degradation for the selected regions were analysed in GIS
environment. The study revealed that the erosion was increased from 1991 to 2014. The erosion rate
(19.77%) in 1991 increased to 43.41% in 2014 that was indicated such a higher erosion and
degradation of this area. In order to flooding, soil digging, soil erosion, over consumption of water
and the environmental impacts are to be controlled using proper management practices (reduce the
river erosion and degradation).

Keywords: Catchment Area, River Erosion, Degradation, Soil Erosion.

1. guieler oo
2 _eudled U euenmiseT UG  sTewilubdein GuTsHid BT euemd  LAFSHTEILOTe
RETMTHED sTeILBS DS AU HTEVEMLOLIL 68T AT SHQLILIENL WITHE Qsmemi(h
SIMLWTEMIU(HSSHFngW, BT 6UTHHme OQBTWIL JLBTHAD @ B Wwemev o FHuledmbal
sLmeVF QFamenLuwjbd suenguileomenr mansHHIl LFCHFHmBUILD 2 eTenLsAw LGH BOIHSI
NyGseb eiens Gameieneomd (Zahir et al, 2014).

Geommaular Lysmenr bBHBeML @aIMTE WaT EWT  SpmmeugBeod  sTaluGEDS. @&l
GuBomrl UNE0sGHLAN (pesBwssaud Gupdam pHuTss sranliubGdng (Pathirana et al,
2010). @eileugmlevoneig 5 (WPHHW  WOTEULEISM@ILTS uwWswiiuCsTh 14 Bilurseis
GHONBIBEHSHGID HWT UPEIGIMH. Bevmienasullst Fml LMl eUIRIELEIHEHET GILIHLOLITEVTEIEnN6!
BIbSIoNm SMEeTTE QHULSEITE, Seupiiesr Guourly BT sLeme Gmmoad Gxlly Brms
s OFeoaugammed @b GUEW STeL  LsiamemLal@ien el  SpmIE6eT  AHBBLOTTL L EIGHemen

Auadamen (Charmila Pathirana et al, 2008). 2500km*> &@w galguwi ugliueTe] G&ETewiL 6
urfw opOm euglevmsaT o uL Qorésd 17 oumm augBlevmissT WISHTD 1000km® &
galgul uJlILeTeneus Osmevi(Berener. 10,448km° o QomsHg  uglueTeUTES Q@HTERIL  D&STaI6S
Bevmemasulsar WalGufw Spmm BT EGLD.

@mE warT gur 1528km’ BGrmkg urilemerub, 287km’ spmenalenerub, 1.6km  euigmBlevg e
SBnGHHmaUD OCamemi(heTengl. @@ e Fgrafl  oILisd  1km  opsed, Fgmadl  eugmlev
wmpaipFs 2722mm pEab sTeriliubGEsm Goaimen SLemeVF GQFamenLujd BT Seralena]
1746mcm ous srtewiliuhdsimg. Smiloid, @5 Supames 2 ulflais siasansr sidseanals
arel  aumdmaEl. oMl sonm  50km BersHnE  msHOSTOMEW0ET HEID Tl
BLAIgEMEBWTE ghuBd suigsst oemiuflwer (ManishkaDe Méd et al, 2011).

LMOIILGEMBUTO @LDOUMID oMM e BWe|, &6fl DBWMe| WOMID BTHHeTHss0
SiBIDe| el Falomen g LUrFdmaunss stauniuGdamer (Pathirana et al, 2009).
@ag gpnmiiuGEmasuler Guieourer Bleamevenw urdlusmLwdF CQFuwieuBsr(H ol (Hoein) &enyGuimy
&oev urHllienenuyd goubBSHIUBILST oIy SflHHHGWD e (Wphdlwiomer sTyeiwTs
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Hapdaingl. iHsemeurest BT Hensvsel MBHOBTID HWusHMED cpevoTEd  UTHILMLHE
Oarewi(h  aHAMS. e1eiBou, @eleuToTen  FHpedwled uPPw Spuleysemen  BmOsmeToug s
(WpHEWIOTET QWIS STewlILBEDG).

2. ueyniy@said

Aevmimasuler  auLBed  LOTEHTEHHST  GHHBTH60  WLTULLSH0 ST @uim
AOONILGEMS DmBSEETNE. BUITCsssHaT al. ddeommig 70 177 207 QsrLésw 7° 197
40” @b Hpde GpLLTEIE 80° 14’ GsrLésb 80° 18° 45”7 &@b GaLulsd @meuliuGEngi.

Location Map

v 1. uepnilyGsss (Source: Retrieved on GIS 10.1, 2014)

3. guuieler Gprdsbd

1. S uaulr8sasdled smewiliuBl spmoflflenet oL WTEISTesT60

2. i iyCasasdled sTewmiuGLL STOPLENU  SienLWTETULIHESHSH60

3. @UlrBsashdlat FZped OFTGHF IHTCHTHGW LFFHenensenst B lghe0

4. @FSTPeEMET  GMDIUSHBTET  aA(IPmDBMENS  HLMBSH,  SluHPHSTE
(PBTMDSHHIOU [HLOUQYHENDHHENET  (LPETEN6EHSH60

4. Frajd Spule] (Wenpuiweid
4.1 gyey GsaMly wemm

ar6y Gasflly (pemPWITEIEH SieTeYsTy, UIUFTT SigliuenLuied STeiliLBeISIL 6T DHeTeSFTT
FHTeYseMed  aleNebHIPRWITHUDMD  LUSKIUFTT  STeysenmed  alenssliubEamet.  puialenes
BuplsreaugnaTs Hre| BFsfilnisd paeombd, Grewiimbd Blmevd Hre| BFsflliy (WewmBe
MBS WITETLILIL (H6IT6I 60T

41.1. apzeombd Bemevssyayme (Primary Data)

Uysrerors 200 alaimsOETHHIBHT (PeVD  (pHe0 BeamevssIayser Basfldbasiiul (Heierme.
BeulaTHECBTHHIGHN @ QRUEIG (Wompulsd udThbseNesiul B sreysel CasfbaslinlLer.
SISTeUFI;

1. Qurgsors 40km pend x 2km SiBevsH60, @euQeur 10km &@6TEp Hped SHILoplienL
SienLWITemUL(BSEH60
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2. 10km m@&eiGen (pHed 85 omHiflaEEmHLd;
3. 9I(bsHs 55 wrdflaer 10 — 20km HGeTEHLD;
4. 9(bH3 35 wrdHflser 20 — 30km MHEG6TEBHLD;
5. supeiten 25 wrdHflssm 30 — 40km DGeTepd CaflusTs 6u@GdsUILL (BT
S L euememor 1. worglflser QsiflayCFunui’L  afsw
0-10 | 10 — 20 | 20 — 30 | 30 — 40 | OISz | aizb> (%)
AyGs&id km km km km
Sleveu (Alawa) 17 11 7 5 40 20%
&BL6UT6V 17 11 7 5 40 20%
(Kapuwarala)
G0 HevTu 17 11 7 5 40 20%
(Mideladeniya)
QeuelGsTL M 19Ut | 17 11 7 5 40 20%
(Weligodapitiya)
QurebamT@elsv 17 11 7 5 40 20%
(Polhawela)
QorgsLd 85 55 35 25 200 100%

(Source: Field, 2014)

Buoeuld CBIBTEWID, HVBHMIWTLEOH6T, H6M  SeusTaily womd yewsliur  Caasflly
Gureimeummlest ¢LpeVLD (WHeuTD Blewevd HTeysen BGFsfleasiiul(hemener. @mi@ GCBIQWITET Hon
SeusTailly cpeoBo DFH® HHeusLHET QUMLILIL L 60T

4.12. @pewiLmbd Memevdsreyser (Secondary Data)

Beleumuios@ Sleon  FTiHS  SLBmIH6T oMb U QeusiluiBse (LPEULD  BHBHEUGVBHEIT
QuplulLer. SyuieuTenyseT, SiMbend QauefulbGeauty, SL(HDTWTENTHET, HIDDFTIHBHEUTHENT
Burenmsuysenmed  611pd  GeuefuliLin’ L mIeVH6eT, S ITUIFSEE. (Hengser, CFUIRGHSHTETHET,
SNBMBH6T,  FehFmaHeT  OHNID  BEMEWIWSHFHEMEIGBET (PP  STeysenr  Gumms
QameiemiLL L 6.

4.2 yeyuu@LuTuiey

Spul6]  BLeugdmBUler QuTmLG usbBeoum (pemm@eiled HFLLUlL  SHTOYDHET HHEUOBENTH
OaT@eaiulLg. @EE 1991, 2001, 2014 SLevhaEpssTer  Qeommauils @ ealenssaluin
uLHHe uGHBeT  sewieniuleneill LweU(BSHSH ULTSSIULH  SpUIeIDEGLUBSSILL (HETETEI.
@sm@ GIS 10.1 Qgwed wopmd MSOffice Gawellujd iFsenaled LWBTLUGSHSUILL L G
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FID60 HITHBMIH6N

LEY)
2 sl LenLliu
FFIJ 5l 6VMBI 61T
—_ FHOBHTEND
SiFH sy
A
<poofiy /
Sidietiy S
SI6NTHBHBIH6NT
v / ENEIheY
ADNDIILGHMS /
\ SIflggH60
LIg &6V
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&1p60W160
LOT MBI 6T

QuITHeTTSHTY
LOT MBI 6IT
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FLO6V (LPBHTeNLOSHSHI6M
[BL_61119 8561 & & 61T

UL 2. symifloy wpmid SFLOpLIenL  SeDLITTLILIBSSUSMESTeT 0TS S L emioriy (Source:
Researcher’s Model, 2014)

5. QunIGLMIBEBLD H60MHSHIENTUITL GVILD

s0CuTs pmoAlly wHmw STWOply  seuer Wsabd SHalFwreargid uTfugIoTeT @b
Grsdemesiwins o (OGBS ubHIOBTEIQHEEDSH. Qubmsd sTralssT s@ib  Gurg)
Grsnenons sTeuBlensy THNSHMEILD HaTed gnUbGHein Qsuatend LoOHMID eupl F eTaiTLe
Hoellsd WL GLam  wsT  @ur  opluGemasulew  utTflwGsTm  WwTHDSH T
alenenasemenud goUbBSSHIBMG. wrellLd SrTyawiseT eaid Gurgkl BT wHMID BlevsHenen
SFseauTE  UWRTUGSHIHOD, STLIONY, AH@emeurenr eleusFmuwl  @JFTWIEIGMNGT  LITeUen6o
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SiGGILeT  Hewiod  sleysel  QaETLLULGBSHO elaiuen ooy  womiw  SIOnlsd  Wsa|b
Slgomet alenemesemen 2 (UM G SN

@eueutm L QFwmHUThHEeNemed 2 (HauTssUUGASTD HPed SIOWPLUTEHISH SWNHNEHSF
Qrwmur(haefermsd 2 (paumauend il  Waayd ealemenasenen  gHUbBHHHImRPUSTGLD. B
o2 wiibgenelleomen  ewiewifliy,  euewiLed  uge], HHB  QeusTemlGQUHESemed  Hlevld
2_AITHHATMWMLH60, aleugmul FBleomseied 2 Husd Sweaslubseo eaust  CorQuims
FThsHHenen OFuIdlement.

W 8sHFsHHemen  sibha Chrradamed iHs  wanwpaipFfuls alemenalemsd emHuBSlsm
QeueTemILOUBHSGWL Hs GQeauliuBlmeoulenmed gHUBSHSID eupldujb SILled GFeeuTdGHF
OFaHHID NysTer srrenissnTdamet. ik Haly wemwiemiiliy, wavanishea], Hewiod BL6|H6T,
aleusFm  [BLOUQHMBBH6N oo  SHCUTMSHW  HSBJOWIOTHSLD 6l  (pHE
BITIT UuTI B 61T Bl6vT6uT.

&6V SiglilenLuiled LOTMHMEISEIT

1991, 2001, 2014 o EI(HEHEHRSSTH  Gevmmasuilsr GLelonssalwm ULGHea  LGHsein
seenlulenetll UweTUu®BHS ULwTESUUL BeTengl. @emeu 1991 — 2001 oyl LEI(BHHEHSS
@emLuleomenr OaTLTYSBEHL 2001 — 2014 4d L ewiHEEHSBTH  QHTLTLBEHD 1991 — 2014
o mihEEHEG ~@emLufeomer  QHTLIYSEHLD  sewewiulesr  epeod  Uflsaspwtin’ (b
SLWIaIN &L UBSSUULIQHBS M. @60 CLPEVLD SL,omfiTest SI6TTEUT US| HUIGH
Qauiwtiu’ BeTeng).

opwieier U, <opMDALTST Blensv LMD LOTHOEISET 6TQTLRT (LPHeVI60  H6OHSHIENTWTLLILL L ).
W spweyl yCasaw mreng sumsuier S flssiul (B prmuiul L g

1. o _wieuren <pmmilliy
2. mBssywIen SpHOiy
3. @mpeuren SLmOTILY

L ouemenor 2. symwifiider oemsy (Km @esv)

auemaLILT(H 1991 alzd (%) | 2001 aigb (%) | 2014 | eigd (%)
o _wieuren Moy 1.74 19.77 3.11 35.34 3.82 | 4341
BhSSToTen Spmofiy | 1.68 19.1 1.77 20.11 2.28 | 2591
GmmeuTen  pmmfliy 5.38 61.13 3.92 44.55 2.7 30.68

(Source: Analysed on GIS 10.1, 2014)

OxfeyCsuiwiu’L 20  euBLEIGEHSEG  CGumsmereriul L uGlurwielst  SiglilenLuiled
o witeurest pOALYLD woHoILd STOluTed -2.08 o5 @WEHSUULIYHLILSMET  DeUBTeNbS
wdngl. 1991 — 2001 Spen sTeOlUGSH euemy -1.37 oper oiflaydo 2001 — 2014 euewy -0.71
ope iy goul (BeTeneno Ggefleurdingi.
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pHOAIYD STLOLPLILLD

6
5
s 4
3
X< 2
N ] [
0
1991 2001 2014
24,6515

"o wieuten SpHPANY = BGSSTTE SpHOTLIL
Gemmeuren SOOI

v 3. sypwiflogw sydlpcgs (Source: Retrieved on Excel, 2014)

SN INGLUGSSIULL  STeOlLGHUND  GHemmeuTsn FHps0 SOplumengdl 1991 opb ol
aiFseneuras  (61.13%)  smewiiulL  Gurdaid 2014 o Suemih 0 @B D66y
GmpeusmLbEIeTeneno  (30.68%) umflw FréssmBalnE srreviordng. @& Fyraflurs @
wLEEG @rlglenu sTL(hSSmem Fpsd STbpliar Sailfs Sarmwmu 2 uTsHHIS DS

4.1.1 1991 — 2001

Degradation in1991 Degradation in 2001

Legend Legend
Low (5.38 km)

~—— Medium (1.68 km)

—— High (1.74 km)

Low (3.92 km)
Medium (1.77 km)
= High (3.11 km)

u b 4. sydlpiy 1991 — 2001 (Source: Retrieved on GIS 10.1, 2014)

I L sreolingduled o wimeurenr syolpliener Crra@dam Gumral 19.77% <ps 1991 @ev
STEWIILL L Gped  Sydlipliumeng 2001 opib opewih 35.34%  ous  oidslsglenenenio
urflwenalevmen Sypinlener e(heHISST._ HEMG. BFH 1991 b opewi(y 1.74KM &@ Glosd
Sydptienu sTliguiiugiLer 2001 o opewih 3.11KM ope oihafsdHmadaimento Salromen
Bulimens  sTLGADS. B& BdaTeoliuGdHulsd -1.37  Ginilemer  OsTemigmHaoalamento
GPUULSHHHS).

Gompeutesr  SOpliumesig 1991 opb opewih 61.13%  opsad 2001 @60 44.55% o
(GHMHMEUML G umflus LOMT MM &35 6m 631 &T_(HEmg!. G DLOTHDLOT6SIG] LowsTETITIILY,
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QeueenIOUmBG Gumetn smreisaiar almereysenT@G. Rened  &Gped SIWOWIITe0  LeOGsum
LOTMHNEIGEN6T HBLDHHIEMG).

4.1.2 2001 — 2014

Degradation in 2001 Degradation in 2014

Legend Legend

River 2014

Low (3.92 km)
Medium (1.77 km)
= High (3.11 km)

Low (2.7 km)
Medium (2.28 km)
s High (3.82 km)

uL 5. sybhprny 2001 — 2014 (Source: Retrieved on GIS 10.1, 2014)

Oafley QuiwiulL sTeluGHulsd o witeurer Hrplilmer CrraGdam Gurgl 35.34% L%
2001 @60 smewwilUlL Goev SIOpluTeng 2014 opib opewi(p 43.41% o SiHsMESemenemnio
gealyworer  srlpllimer  shSHHET.HEDSH. @& 2001 o SpewiG 3.11km &@&  gped
srflptenu sTLQUiGIUSILST 2014 b Spei(h 3.82KMm ops sifsflsHmedameno Gminil L
ugdwier @Quuimers &1 LGHDE. Bx @ssrolugHulsd  -0.71  opem  @olilenen
STLIQUNHBEDG).

GmpeuTen  HrOpliumerg 2001 opb  opewi(h 44.55%  opsad 2014 @60 30.68% B

GmpaumLbgk  urtflw wrpmsHemers  sTL(HAMEH.  SwToHmwTeaidl  FHpedsd  LsOGsum
HTH@mIB6ET aTem6Ta BT GLD.

4.13 1991 — 2014

Degradation in1991 Degradation in 2014

Legend

Legend
River 2014
Low (5.38 km)
Medium (1.68 km)
== High (1.74 km)

Low (2.7 km)
Medium (2.28 km)
e High (3.82 km)

UL 6. sybhprny 1991 — 2014 (Source: Retrieved on GIS 10.1, 2014)
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@aaTeolinGHuisd o wimeurer  srwllemer Curé@dam Gurs 19.77% ops 1991 Gev
STewIlULL  Gpev STOpliumesig 2014 o opewih 43.41% <ops s fsgieneneno  Halomest

srOpllemer  ahHHISHT_HEDSH. @R 1991 o e 1.74km &@  gwpsd  sydiplienu
asrluimlugiLer 2014 o ouwiB 3.82Km o sifsfsHmedamany I L ugduler
Blilmens &TL(bEnaEl. Ba Bdareoliu@GHulsd -2.08 oper Golilener STLQulmHadna.

Gmpeures  SIOpLUTeIgk 1991 b opewi(p 61.13% op@Eed 2014 @60 30.68% LB
G@mpaumLbgk urflw  wrmmsHemets STLHEDS. BH HPeded UOCUMULL FHTHBBEIS6N60
ellenemeurs BT ewuTLILI(H6UGHIL 68T FLOVIE(GHLD FepBHHMESHLD L60Gsum 6661161 B EMETULD
JOUGSSIFDS-

6. wyamyuD = CeTFMETSEHLD
ST QWT pOHOILILBGSmSBHG 2 UL uGHuled sdsenaled opmofliyw  Sylpliyw

SLOuny aHESTDEDD SlHLWTEMD STewlUl(BeTengl. ST Gedsd LOGaMI  cumBHUITET
STHBRIGMENULD  BoliIyssmenud  gouhsd aBESIDSH. BT  almeTauTs  DHM6L!
UTHIBTHS LeToUHD (PSBTEMOSHSHIN HLOUQHMBHMET (LPETeN6UHH60TLD.
QeusitenLIGLHEBMS BLBLLIGESSH60

o GIS @ewaill vwetu®BSHSH OeusTeniiyBshal ULEIGmen HwTlGHids Gameten Geuewi(hib.

o 11Bxps5H60 BHeyd STeveuTUIBm6en Fymsll upmofghsev.

o  Gousitent ChamIBET FMMbs QUTHSSLTE GLEIG6MND BHbHD/ FIBEVRIHMET SiTdH
2 (Heurshs Geuswi(BLd.

Loesstewnfilieny &L BLLGSHBH60
o  gmMIG0ETeTeNS Fnlgul et ST SisTesemen eusnFwenm OFUISNID TFFTHHEID.

o FT(h&6T SWPssIULL Heosded el &TLTSSS HLLHMHS BomHOHTETEHEUHNST 6
HLBIsmens S (hHed BenmGeummisHseviLb.

o Guwevdas By Hmenowimet (Wenmuied GeueflCwmm BT (PSBTEMLSHHIUSMBF CFUIH6D.

o  oflly BrFsHemen sLLTWOTS BNiss Geuswigwl FhaTlusHHed GFeve| dnlguwl SUIHHT
Sjenail L NeTummisev.

o utgaTlYs HLime yHw slalmesd Haswsdd HLsHear S Qsmeni(h almHH60.

e 9 | LeNWOLML 6ULPHEISHED.

oeviemIBLDeNed S (HLILIHSHEH60
o awiewislDe] OFHTLTUTE FULALLBIGMNT Bi(LpedLI(HHSH60.
o  FULaIGITHIONET OGHIWIBLDHEVIBE HEWIL MIHEN6EN  [HeNL (PN MLUILIHEHSH6V.

o  umpw sl EIBMeMmHbH OGeuefulLliubGl &LQLE BB [HIGHIHIENETHENTTS  LOTH
Sumemm WeRI(BD LWETUBGSSS FnlguleuTy) 2 (HEUTHEH6V.
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Biler Guevdle uLweUTL L S BLLIGSSHIHE0.

*  SeMeYSHG FBWLTET  BIUUTOUMIIMUWS (HMDEHBH0, B elmalyusbms SATHSH
QameEngHe0 Gouewi(HLd.

o gfls Bl LweUTLewLE SLBUUGSH0 GCeuswi(ho evevdl Biler alBGWITEHMmBHH
sL(BLUUBHH0 Geuewwi(hLd.

o MHeneviHd BNedEamigul BIauensHmsll GuameusmnE WeT umeusnen (Re -Use) wpenmenw
SINWPSLILBHSSH60.

GLP6D FHTHBMIGBMEN HL(HLILIHEHS6V.

o TP, SHEIBD 2 emLly, Gl (hBlevmismen meushd GHQUIMmHLULSHMmT DINLOSHH60,
Camfluesienemisear, Hewio wOMID ey HPley CeueflGupmd, HBHOSHTINO H106Y
OeueGuipmid, GeulewLwT(BHHe0, ewied  SOICUTHHD  Bumettm  LIyHTen (@60
SHTHBEIHEN6T S (HLLBSHSH6V.

o Jdymlw  &OOTLED LLHHD @GO mLILSSmeN  Bimieyseo, alflliyemreyl (HLd
PapFASH_LEBIBmET  BLISHIHE0, HICUST(LP6TEN UGHB6rle0 STLTEHDHSH HI LIS
BuwmOsmeensy Gumeiimeummlen cwso(pd pmmflfeneis s GUUBSS (LPIQU|LD.

aSpwieys  gGasdled  smewiliu(pGdsmn opomoily oMb  SIWlmer S BUUBSHISDS
Cup@MulilL opBsungamnaismen (penmwnsd &L Ufipliusmmms BleamGeumm (pipuywb. Gomuiy
opeileiuy  wasr  @ur  LiGsssdemen Crra@dem  Gurgk  opopilurers  urflwEsT®m
drsdemenwnass  srewilubGdna. BaNE& QuUDnesd  sTyauisel WL (e  relld
aMyelsEpD CFaTHGHEF QFNGHHIENDSH. (WPHPWTST QFUOUTHSET LHMID BLEUYEHENHSHMEN
SieouBSaIuAmTLTE BUITCaFsFed @LbEuMEey wewrsnriiy, CeusTenlCOuUmSE Gumsm
SIDTHSBISMETUD S BLLBHSHS(LPIQULD.
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